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David & Patty Emerick 11 
Ralph & Marge Kaufman 14 
George & Barb Tuma  16 
David & Crystal Anney 17 
Art & Roberta Teets  23 
 

 

 

Casey Sterrett 2 
Noah Yeck 2 
Scott Bonzo 3 
Kendal Komara 3 
Richard Goehring 4 
Melissa Stiteler 6 
Walter Mohrbacher 7 
Christa Harley 8 
Brad Baker 9 
Viola Blinn 10 
Crystal Brenner 11 
Joseph Weil 11 
Heather Metheny 13 
Austin Brenner 14 
Ralph Kaufman 14 
Samuel Brenner 15 
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David Stumpf   15 
Floyd Bonzo   16 
Gena Tokar   17 
Joyce Diehl   18 
Mary Dillon   19 
Sara Bonzo   20 
Craig Shaffer   20 
Kevin Aland   21 
Eleanor Hicks   21 
Geneva Weyand  22 
Woody Young   22 
Barbara Young  23 
Quinton Sheets  25 
Z.J. Ward   26 
Mark Harley   27 
Eileen Bernd   28 

Thanksgiving Eve  
Holy Communion Service 

November 25 - 7:30 pm 

 

If you are home bound and would 
like to receive Communion, please 

contact one of our  Elders  
(Wayne Harley and Myron Bonzo),  

or call the church office. 

Christmas Decorating  
at the Church 

November 27 
6:30 pm 

Everyone is invited to help! 

To My Church Family, 

I want to thank everyone for their prayers, 
food, visits, flowers and all of the beautiful 
cards. 

My thanks to Pastor Mike and Pastor Tom  
for their visits while I was at Evergreen. 

God Bless All! 

Love, 

 
Donna Tallon 

All the days of the poor are hard,  
but a cheerful heart has a continual feast.  

Proverbs 15:15 NRSV 

People in the Pew:  Mike, Darci, & Danielle Goudas   by Pastor Tom 

Have you ever been in a fast food restaurant and wondered about those donation boxes on 
the counter that people throw their loose change into so that a charity can benefit?   The 
money in the boxes found inside McDonalds and Taco Bells in central & western PA 
really does go to help children at Ronald McDonald Houses (RMHC) and for the Taco 
Bell Boys & Girls Clubs of America (for troubled youth) thanks in part to the labors of 
Mike Goudas.  As part of his vending route, Mike routinely picks up the coins & cash 
inside the boxes and takes the heavy bags of coins to the bank to be counted and 
deposited for RHMC & the Taco Bell Foundation. Mike makes his living by servicing 
vending machines in Pennsylvania from here to Harrisburg.  His company is Mouse 
Enterprises, named for his sweetheart.  Mike grew up near Mt. Nebo and graduated from 
Avonworth High School.  A few years later, through some mutual friends, Mike went on a blind date and met a 
girl named Darci Sailer from North Allegheny.  They hit it off and started dating. They got serious and were 
married on October 24, 1998.   

Six years later they had Danielle, their daughter. When Darci met Mike, she was quiet and reserved, so Mike 
nicknamed her “Mouse”.  Darci says she is not as quiet as she once was, but the nickname has stuck with her.  
Darci works as the head cook at the Kindercare in Wexford.   Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor gloom of night 
keeps her from showing up at work to feed the children.  Fortunately she has a really good four wheel drive Jeep. 

Both Mike and Darci grew up going to church.  Both heard the Gospel that Jesus is the only way to God through 
faith in him and his finished work on the cross. As adults they have come to understand the Gospel that they 
absorbed as children and profess Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior.  The Goudas’ discovered Burry’s 
Church through their neighbors; Mike & Hedy Pflug who invited them on “Bring A Friend Sunday”.  

Darci’s favorite verse, which was also her Confirmation verse and her grandmother’s Confirmation verse is John 
3:16-17, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him”   
We thank the Lord for Mike, Darci, and Danielle and their participation in our grace-driven family. 

Recipe Corner 
Broccoli Casserole    
by Carol-Lynn Dubovi 

1 16 oz package frozen broccoli 
1 7 1/2 oz can cream of mushroom soup 
2 tbsp. milk 
1 tbsp. mayo or salad dressing 
1/2 c. American cheese (shredded) 
1 1/2 c. sliced mushrooms 
crushed crackers 

Cook broccoli, drain. Put in 2 quart casserole dish. 
Combine soup, milk, mayo and cheese. Stir in broccoli 
and mushrooms. Top with crushed crackers. Bake at 
350 for 30 minutes. Enjoy! 

“With long life will I satisfy him and show him my salvation.”  Psalm 91:16 
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How would you describe the Christian 
life?  The New Testament describes it 
in a rich variety of word pictures: a 
race, a spiritual warfare, discipleship, 
stewardship, death and resurrection et 
al.  Let me suggest one more striking 
and powerful description: “a song of 
thanksgiving”  – a glad and joyous 
hymn of praise to God. 

Paul’s words sound almost like an 
afterthought as he finishes his  
sentence in Col. 3:15,  “And let the 
peace of God rule in your hearts, to 
which also you were called in one 
body; and be thankful.”  Yet this is a 
constant and passionate theme for the 
Apostle.  He continues in v.17 “And 
whatever you do in word or deed, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father 
through Him.” And this theme is  
echoed over and over in Paul’s letters  
(cf. 1 Thes 5:18; Eph 5:18-20)  

How many of us like to be thanked?   
Yet how often we have said or heard, 
“he/she didn’t even say ‘thank 
you.’”  Even when we are not 
motivated by any desire for 
recognition, there is always that 
twinge of hurt and even offence if 
there is no evidence of gratitude.  I 
believe we feel that way because we 
are made in the “image of God”.   
Thus, our feelings are an echo of His 
heart, and He definitely desire to be 
thanked.  

The Old Testament also rings with the 
summons to give thanks to God. The 
Psalmist cries:  “Oh come, let us sing 
to the LORD!  Let us shout joyfully to 
the Rock of our salvation.  Let us 
come before His presence with 

thanksgiving;  Let us shout joyfully to 
Him with psalms.” (Psa 95:1-2)    
“Enter into His gates with thanks-
giving, and into His courts with 
praise.  Be thankful to Him, and bless 
His name.”  (Psa 100:4)  

In the grand finale of the Psalter, we 
read a chain of thirteen commands to 
praise the Lord.  It closes with a call 
to all living creatures to join together 
in a chorus of praise to the Lord: 
“Praise the LORD. Praise God in his 
sanctuary; praise him in his mighty 
heavens. Praise him for his acts of 
power; praise him for his surpassing 
greatness. Praise him with the 
sounding of the trumpet, praise him 
with the harp and lyre, praise him with 
tambourine and dancing, praise him 
with the strings and flute, praise him 
with the clash of cymbals, praise him 
with resounding cymbals. Let 
everything that has breath praise the 
LORD. Praise the LORD.”  

When only one of the ten lepers whom 
Jesus healed in Luke 17 returned, He 
inquired. “Were there not ten 
cleansed?  But where are the 
nine?  Were there not any found who 
returned to give glory to God except 
this foreigner?” (vs. 17-18)  So the 
Lord takes note of both those who 
thank Him and those who do not. 

As Americans, we have much for 
which to be thankful.  Even in these 
economically distressed times, we 
enjoy an affluence unmatched by any 
other nation or generation in history.   
Our heritage of religious and political 
freedom; our educational liberties; the 
opportunities for cultural enrichment 
are available to almost everyone.   
Consider what devastation has beset 
most of the world in this century and 
note that we have been spared much 
of that suffering.  Truly our national 

blessings are the envy of the world. 
Surrounding all of that, each of us also 
has his/her own special reasons to 
give thanks.  All that we possess is a 
gift from the hand of a sovereign, 
gracious and merciful God who has 
decided, in His providential will, to 
shower us with material blessings.   
That’s why everything that has breath 
should “praise the Lord.”   

And Christians should be the most 
grateful of all.  If you have 
forgiveness for sin through the blood 
of Christ; if you know for certain 
heaven is your home, then how can 
you help but continuously, joyously, 
humbly proclaim with Paul: “Thanks 
be to God for His indescribable 
gift!”  (2 Cor. 9:15) 

When we consider this holiday season 
all the goodness and mercy God has 
shown us, remember this:  THEY 
ARE NOT ENTITLEMENTS!  We 
deserve nothing from God but His 
wrath and condemnation.  Yet He has 
chosen to shower us with the 
faithfulness of His providential 
care.  He’s lavished us with His love 
through His beloved Son, and 
vouchsafed our home in heaven.   
On top of that, he has poured out 
bountiful provision.  How can we fail 
to give Him thanks?  And how can we 
fail to place Him at the center of our 
hearts and lives? 

I close with these words from William 
Law, “Would you know who is the 
greatest saint?  He is not the man who 
does most, or even prays most.  He is 
the man who is most thankful.” 

Happy Thanksgiving to you all! 

See you Sunday!  

Pastor Mike 

Mike’s Musings 

  

1835 Route 68 
Rochester, PA 15074 

 
724-452-6941 

724-452-2330 (Fax) 
www.burryschurch.org 
info@burryschurch.org 

“How great is the love the Father has lavished 
on us that we should be called children of 
God. And that is what we are!”  1 John 3:1a 




