
After some prayer and discussion 
with the staff, we have concluded 
that it’s time for the church to pray.  
Now, that may sound a little trite, 
but believe me it’s not meant that 
way.  It comes from our sense of 
God’s purpose and plan for Burry’s 
and a concern for our deficiencies as 
a body of believers.  We believe 
God is saying, “I want my people to 
pray.” 
It’s not that we haven’t prayed.  I 
know there are many in the 
congregation who pray faithfully for 
the church, for me, for our various 
ministries, for the sick, etc.  I thank 
God for those “prayer warriors”.  
They are the heart beat of our 
ministry.  Unfortunately, that is not 
the heart of everyone.  Too many 
post-modern day Christians 
approach prayer in a perfunctory 
way – with minimal effort or 
reflection.  It’s like the Bishop who 
visited a church mid-week prayer 
meeting and, after listening to a 
number of parishioners pray, he 
offered his own: “Little Jack Horner 
sat in a corner eating his Christmas 
pie.  He stuck in his thumb and 
pulled out a plum and said, “O what 
a good boy am I!  In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.” Well, the point was clear.  
The Bishop discerned that the 
prayers of the people were not 
passionate.  They said the expected 
words, but not with the urgency and 
expectation of one who is in 
dialogue with the living God. 
I’m convinced – and the staff agrees 
– that becoming a people of 

passionate, purposeful prayer is 
required if we want Burry’s to be a 
church of influence on and for the 
next generation.  We need people 
praying for us as a staff and praying 
for our Council to be men of God 
and spiritual leaders.  We need 
people praying daily for the saving 
of souls and the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit on our ministries.  We 
need people praying for God to stay 
the hand of the Evil One who is 
anxious to derail the work God has 
called us to do in this place. 

I read recently the reflections of one 
preacher who said, “Many of us 
have lived too long in spiritual 
kindergarten when it comes to 
prayer.  Some Christians never get 
beyond the “bless Aunt Bessie” level 
of prayer. When they pray, it’s 
“Bless my children, bless my wife, 
bless my husband, bless my friends, 
bless my church, bless the sick, bless 
the poor, bless the missionaries, and 
while you’re at it, Lord, bless 
everyone everywhere.” We’re not 
discounting the importance of those 
prayers.  After all, the blessing of 
God is a wonderful thing and we 
ought to ask God to bless others.  
But there is more to prayer than 
asking God to bless someone. 

 We also need prayers of repentance.  

The Lord instructed Israel to pray 
when spirituality and passion waned.  
He told them to be alert to spiritual 
drift, and when you see it, “if my 
people, who are called by my name, 
will humble themselves and pray 
and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then will I hear from 
heaven and will forgive their sin and 
will heal their land.” (2 Chronicles 
7:14).  Like the publican Jesus 
observed praying, we need to learn 
to admit our sin, grieve its 
consequences and beseech our God 
to be merciful. We need prayers of 
intercession and supplication as 
well.  Prayers not just for physical or 
temporal needs, but for Kingdom 
issues – those things which affect 
our lives, our church and the world 
for eternity. We need vigilant 
prayers.  People who will stay on 
their knees or, at least, consistently 
remember on-going needs until they 
get an answer. God forgive us for 
making prayer, all too often, a cast-
off commodity. 
 Like the prophet who prayed for 
rain and kept praying until he saw a 
cloud in the sky, we need people 
who will “pray through” to God’s 
answer for Burry’s, for loved ones 
and for themselves. I need to stop 
here before I “go to preachin’”.  
Please be with us as often as you can 
through July.  My sermon series for 
the month is “Learning to Pray Like 
Paul.”  I’m hopeful (prayerful) that it 
will give us important insight into 
what God expects of us as a praying 
people.  I’m also hopeful it will “set 
God’s people a praying”. 
God bless and have a wonderful 4th 
of July! 

See you Sunday! Pastor Mike 

Mike’s Musings 

  

“How great is the love the Father has lavished 
on us that we should be called children of 
God. And that is what we are!”  1 John 3:1a 

“Remembering Yesterday, Dreaming of Tomorrow” 
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Correspondence Received for our 175th Anniversary 

We have received letters and cards addressed to Burry’s Church Members, which we will share in part, due to 
space limitations. Pastor Tom Clyde left three pages of memories from his time here at Burry’s; copies of those 
memories are available in the Education Building. 

From Elaine Robinson, for Pastor Robinson and herself (now living in Alabama) 

Dear Friends at Burry’s, 

Thank you for your letter and invitation to the 175th Anniversary Celebration. We have delayed answering, 
wondering if our schedule would clear. It didn’t! David is teaching our Sunday School Class through June. He 
thoroughly enjoys these opportunities. Our furniture business keeps us busy, in between events in the lives of 
the grandchildren. We trust your reunion will bring glory to the God you serve, and will bring joy and 
encouragement to all of you. 

From Dan Foreman, former Assistant Pastor (now living in Virginia) 

Dear Folks at Burry’s Church, 

I rejoice with you in the celebration of your 175th Anniversary of serving our great God and King, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. I treasure those years I spent at Burry’s and have fond memories of those who stood by me and 
supported me as I sought to minister there as a novice in ministry fresh out of Seminary. The lessons I learned 
as I served there prepared me to run the race with patience and perseverance as I endeavored to faithfully 
discharge my calling in ministry over these past 29 years. May the Lord provide you with many more years to 
serve Him and further His kingdom in this world. 

From John Hayner, son of the late Pastor C.S. Hayner (John lives in Florida.) 

Thanks for the invitation to share a few a memories of my early childhood at Burry’s Church. 

1. Receiving a red letter New Testament from the Sunday School Superintendent for memorizing a host of 
Scripture passages and other biblical related matter. It’s still a prized possession! 

2. New Year’s Eve Watchnight Service. We prayed out the old year and welcomed the New Year in prayer. 

3. Going on a bob sled ride with our neighbors, George and Marie Teets (and Arthur) in wintertime. We tried 
to pick a snowy night near full moon to visit the Dindingers (Eleanor and Wayne). We usually had hot 
oyster stew around the pot-bellied stove and sang songs/carols. 

I extend greetings and best wishes to Burry’s Church, its pastor and congregation, on the occasion of your 
175th Anniversary! God’s rich blessing and peace to all. 

From Mary Kinkel, daughter of the late Pastor C.S. Hayner (Mary is in Virginia) 
What a long time ago 1946 is! I have so many happy memories of my childhood years (1936-1946) in PA, and 
many of them are associated with the people of Burry’s Church. George and Marie Teets, who supplied us with 
fresh milk and in whose home we met for Wednesday night prayer meetings. Marie made the best home baked 
bread ever! My regular Saturday job was helping Dad run off the church bulletins on the mimeograph machine 
and later folding them for Sunday service. I married my husband Karl in 1958 and people from Burry’s even 
came to our wedding! We have 2 children, son David in Richmond, VA and daughter Jan in Greensboro, NC, 
and 4 grandchildren. Burry’s has grown and prospered and we pray God’s continued blessings on you all as 
your further His kingdom here in this place. 

From Kevin Cram, Burry’s supported GEM missionary in Cologne, Germany 

Greetings from Siegen, Germany (birthplace of Rev. Winter in 1812). First off, praise God that He has so 
richly blessed Burry’s Church for 175 years. It’s neat to think I’m writing to you from the place where it all 
started.  
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May Box Score Averages 

Sunday School…….105 
Worship………….198 

 

Raymond & Dorothy Pflug 5 
Tim & Lynn Concelman 9 
John & Carol Tuma 11 
Howard & Mary Wallis 11 
Charlie & Ann O’Donnell 12 
Sean & Stephanie Horstman 14 
Brian & Beth Stuck 15 
Walter & Marcy Mohrbacher 19 
Thad & Gena Tokar 26 
Ed & Jen Young 28 

 

 
Mike Bernd 2 
Brittany Catron 2 
Judy Young 2 
Donald Young 3 
Harold Bernd 4 
Johnathan Goehring 4 
Dorothy Schaub 4 
Mildred Steinacker 5 
Linda Goehring 6 
Janet Tweed 7 
Kelsie Ralston 8 
Lynn Tweed 8 
Rosemarie Young 9 
Marcella Young 11 
Marjorie Anderson 14 
Eric Riley 14 
 

PAGE 6 

Kristen Vojtko   14 
Karen Kaufman  16 
Bill Rahn   16 
Evan Aland   17 
Tom Smith   17 
Erica Young   17 
Lois Miller   19 
Julie Pflug   21 
Tom Weil   21 
Shane Sheets   23 
Zachary Harley  27 
Dick Miller   28 
Ana Smith   28 
Jennifer Young  29 
Virginia Zahn   30 
Chris Brenner   31 

“With long life will I satisfy him and show him my salvation.”  Psalm 91:16 
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People in the Pew -  Dick & Bonnie Miller 
What do you call cattle with a sense of humor? Answer: Laughing stock.  Who is 
the funniest retired dairy farmer at Burry’s Church? Answer: Dick Miller.  Dick 
and his wife, Bonnie have been dairy farmers for most of their lives.  Both grew 
up on farms in Butler County, Bonnie was raised in Cranberry and Dick hails from 
Cooperstown (near Valencia & Mars). 
They were introduced to each other by Bonnie’s cousin , who set them up on a 
blind date.  Bonnie’s cousin thought Dick was a good match for her and it seems 
she was right.  Dick and Bonnie got married January 1967 and have been together 
ever since.  The Millers have three children; Craig, Lynn, and Trudy. 
Their first farm was in Cooperstown divided by Route 8.  As their children began to grow and traffic along 
Route 8 increased, the Millers decided to find a safer and quieter place to farm.  So they moved to Cochranton, 
PA. They milked Jersey cows until Dick developed farmer’s lung (extrinsic allergic alveolitis ).  Dick then 
went to work for HP Starr in their equipment business. So the Millers sold their place in Cochranton and found 
a nice 18 acre farm in Saxonburg.  By then their son, Craig was interested in milking and continued the family 
tradition of raising Jerseys in Saxonburg. 
Dick sees the hand of the Lord in each of their moves and every season of their lives. The Lord has been a part 
of the Miller’s lives since childhood.  Bonnie can not remember a time when she didn’t believe the gospel or 
trust in Jesus.  Dick remembers accepting Christ as Lord and Savior when he was a young man while watching 
Rex Humbard and the Cathedral of Tomorrow with his dad. 
The story of grace seen in the parable of the prodigal son found in Luke 15 is one of Dick’s favorite Bible 
passages.  Bonnie’s favorite verse is Romans 8:28,  “And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”.  The Lord has been at work in Dick and 
Bonnie’s lives and we are grateful He led them to join our grace-driven family here at Burry’s Church. 

Samaritan’s Purse would like to thank Burry’s 
Church for the money sent for Haiti relief. It will 
be enough to build two new homes in Haiti. 
Samaritan’s Purse will do the work through local 
churches, so that Haitians will see the local church 
in action. This money was collected from the 
Maundy Thursday and Easter offerings. 

Calling all ladies ...   
 Join us for Faith Circle's annual Ladies 
Luncheon for the ladies in the congregation on 
Tuesday, July 20 at the Water Hole. 
Come with your purse full of fun and 
interesting things. We will have a great time of 
FOOD, FUN and FELLOWSHIP 
Sign up sheets will be sent through the Sunday 
School classes.  You may also turn in a 
reservation by contacting Linda Van Arsdale or 
Linda Rahn by Sunday July 18th. 
We had such a wonderful turn out at the spring 
luncheon in May, let's set a new record in July. 
If transportation is a problem, contact one of 
the Linda's.  Every car has a back seat.   
See you then. 

The Guiding Light Class is 
sponsoring an evening for our 
church family to fellowship, 
play, and watch fireworks 
displays from the surrounding 
communities on July 5th at 7:30 p.m. 
Please bring lawn chairs, blankets and a dessert to 
share. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Vacation Bible School 

For children entering grades K-6 
July 5-9 

9 am - Noon 
VBS Church Service and Picnic 

July 11 at 10:30 am 
Register online at www.burryschurch.org 

By July 4th 

We need helpers – young and old – for V.B.S,  
July 5-9, from 9 am – noon. 
Please contact Lynn Tweed to be a 
part of this fun-filled week of 
Children’s Ministry. 
We also need animal crackers, graham 
cracker sticks, apples, fruit, ritz crackers, ice cream, 
bananas, strawberries, m&m’s, raisins, mini 
marshmallows, instant vanilla pudding, mandarin 
oranges, vanilla wafers, small clear plastic cups, 
plastic spoons, Daily’s or Little Hug’s Gallon Mixes. 
Donations may be placed in the kitchen. 
Thank you in advance for your prayers and 
contributions of time and materials. 
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Kristen Vojtko   14 
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Cooperstown (near Valencia & Mars). 
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May Financial Report 
 Income  Expenses Net +/- 

General 
Fund  $ 16,797.49 19,661.55 (2,864.06) 
Benevolen
t Fund 8,794.55 7,641.50 1,153.05 
Building 
Fund 474.00 91.93 382.07 
Deacon 
Fund 85.00 0 85.00 
Memorial 
Fund 0 54.97 (54.97) 
Monthly 
Total $26,151.04 $27,449.95 ($1,298.91) 
    

   
    

Mission Report - July 2010 
      This has been removed form the WEB PDF to ensure the safety of the missionaries 
      we support. Please keep them in your prayers. 

Visit the Burry’s 
Church Booth at 
the 47th Annual 
Horse Trading 
Days! 

Three days of crafts, food, entertainment and fun for 
the entire family! 

Thursday, July 15 - 
Saturday, July 17, 2010 

If you are willing to meet new friends and invite them 
to share  with us here at Burry’s, then consider acting 
as a roaming ambassador for the Burry’s booth. 

Contact the church office to volunteer. 

   The Salvation Army is in need 
   of a volunteer willing to  
   schedule bell ringers at Shop N 
   Save in Zelienople during the 
   Christmas season.  Ringers are 
   needed on Nov. 24, 26-27, Dec. 
   3-4, 10-11, and 14-24. 
   Please contact Lloyd Hall at  
   724-333-0963 to volunteer. 

If you would like to learn more 
about Burry’s Church or are 
interested in becoming a 
member, contact the office to 
attend our Inquirer’s Class, 
scheduled for July 16-17, at the 
Parsonage. 

     We just started studying a new series, “Simple Obedience,” at our weekly 
E.T.C. youth meetings.   The study will cover many of the New Testament  
commands given by Christ and Paul.  We will be using an easy-to-memorize 
acrostic, GROWTH.  The acrostic stands for: 
 

Go to God in Prayer Daily  

Read God’s Word Daily  

Obey God moment by moment  

Witness for Christ by your life and words  

Trust in God for every detail of your life  

Holy Spirit: Allow Him to control and empower your daily life 

 
     We will be placing a large emphasis on prayer during the month of July.  1 
Thessalonians 5:16-18 says, “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in 
all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.”   
     Some people struggle with prayer, because they don’t know how to pray.   
Others struggle, because they don’t see the importance of prayer.  Prayer is  
simply speaking with God.  It may seem weird talking with someone that you 
can’t see, but God is always listening.  He is the master multi-tasker!  He  
commands us to pray, because He wants to display His grace and love through 
His answers.  He also uses prayer to conform our will with His.   

    Here is an acrostics to help you in your prayer life.   

Adoration: The act of worship 

Confession: Admission of guilt 

Thanksgiving: an expression of gratitude 

Supplication: to make a humble request 

 

PRAY TO GROW 

Burry’s Cookbooks are 
now for sale in  the 

church office. 

$8.00 

EVENTS  
 

ETC Youth Group 
Wednesday  

Evenings  
6:00-9:00pm 

  
Check out the  
ETC Facebook  
page for weekly  

updates 

Burrys 
ETC 

CHUCK’S 
CHICKEN 

ROAST  
JULY 10 

PICK-UP 4:30-6:30 PM 

July 17 
5:00-10:00pm 

@ Fairview Church 

MULTI-CHURCH YOUTH EVENT 
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JULY 10 

PICK-UP 4:30-6:30 PM 

July 17 
5:00-10:00pm 

@ Fairview Church 

MULTI-CHURCH YOUTH EVENT 
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Correspondence Received for our 175th Anniversary 

We have received letters and cards addressed to Burry’s Church Members, which we will share in part, due to 
space limitations. Pastor Tom Clyde left three pages of memories from his time here at Burry’s; copies of those 
memories are available in the Education Building. 

From Elaine Robinson, for Pastor Robinson and herself (now living in Alabama) 

Dear Friends at Burry’s, 

Thank you for your letter and invitation to the 175th Anniversary Celebration. We have delayed answering, 
wondering if our schedule would clear. It didn’t! David is teaching our Sunday School Class through June. He 
thoroughly enjoys these opportunities. Our furniture business keeps us busy, in between events in the lives of 
the grandchildren. We trust your reunion will bring glory to the God you serve, and will bring joy and 
encouragement to all of you. 

From Dan Foreman, former Assistant Pastor (now living in Virginia) 

Dear Folks at Burry’s Church, 

I rejoice with you in the celebration of your 175th Anniversary of serving our great God and King, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. I treasure those years I spent at Burry’s and have fond memories of those who stood by me and 
supported me as I sought to minister there as a novice in ministry fresh out of Seminary. The lessons I learned 
as I served there prepared me to run the race with patience and perseverance as I endeavored to faithfully 
discharge my calling in ministry over these past 29 years. May the Lord provide you with many more years to 
serve Him and further His kingdom in this world. 

From John Hayner, son of the late Pastor C.S. Hayner (John lives in Florida.) 

Thanks for the invitation to share a few a memories of my early childhood at Burry’s Church. 

1. Receiving a red letter New Testament from the Sunday School Superintendent for memorizing a host of 
Scripture passages and other biblical related matter. It’s still a prized possession! 

2. New Year’s Eve Watchnight Service. We prayed out the old year and welcomed the New Year in prayer. 

3. Going on a bob sled ride with our neighbors, George and Marie Teets (and Arthur) in wintertime. We tried 
to pick a snowy night near full moon to visit the Dindingers (Eleanor and Wayne). We usually had hot 
oyster stew around the pot-bellied stove and sang songs/carols. 

I extend greetings and best wishes to Burry’s Church, its pastor and congregation, on the occasion of your 
175th Anniversary! God’s rich blessing and peace to all. 

From Mary Kinkel, daughter of the late Pastor C.S. Hayner (Mary is in Virginia) 
What a long time ago 1946 is! I have so many happy memories of my childhood years (1936-1946) in PA, and 
many of them are associated with the people of Burry’s Church. George and Marie Teets, who supplied us with 
fresh milk and in whose home we met for Wednesday night prayer meetings. Marie made the best home baked 
bread ever! My regular Saturday job was helping Dad run off the church bulletins on the mimeograph machine 
and later folding them for Sunday service. I married my husband Karl in 1958 and people from Burry’s even 
came to our wedding! We have 2 children, son David in Richmond, VA and daughter Jan in Greensboro, NC, 
and 4 grandchildren. Burry’s has grown and prospered and we pray God’s continued blessings on you all as 
your further His kingdom here in this place. 

From Kevin Cram, Burry’s supported GEM missionary in Cologne, Germany 

Greetings from Siegen, Germany (birthplace of Rev. Winter in 1812). First off, praise God that He has so 
richly blessed Burry’s Church for 175 years. It’s neat to think I’m writing to you from the place where it all 
started.  
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After some prayer and discussion 
with the staff, we have concluded 
that it’s time for the church to pray.  
Now, that may sound a little trite, 
but believe me it’s not meant that 
way.  It comes from our sense of 
God’s purpose and plan for Burry’s 
and a concern for our deficiencies as 
a body of believers.  We believe 
God is saying, “I want my people to 
pray.” 
It’s not that we haven’t prayed.  I 
know there are many in the 
congregation who pray faithfully for 
the church, for me, for our various 
ministries, for the sick, etc.  I thank 
God for those “prayer warriors”.  
They are the heart beat of our 
ministry.  Unfortunately, that is not 
the heart of everyone.  Too many 
post-modern day Christians 
approach prayer in a perfunctory 
way – with minimal effort or 
reflection.  It’s like the Bishop who 
visited a church mid-week prayer 
meeting and, after listening to a 
number of parishioners pray, he 
offered his own: “Little Jack Horner 
sat in a corner eating his Christmas 
pie.  He stuck in his thumb and 
pulled out a plum and said, “O what 
a good boy am I!  In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.” Well, the point was clear.  
The Bishop discerned that the 
prayers of the people were not 
passionate.  They said the expected 
words, but not with the urgency and 
expectation of one who is in 
dialogue with the living God. 
I’m convinced – and the staff agrees 
– that becoming a people of 

passionate, purposeful prayer is 
required if we want Burry’s to be a 
church of influence on and for the 
next generation.  We need people 
praying for us as a staff and praying 
for our Council to be men of God 
and spiritual leaders.  We need 
people praying daily for the saving 
of souls and the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit on our ministries.  We 
need people praying for God to stay 
the hand of the Evil One who is 
anxious to derail the work God has 
called us to do in this place. 

I read recently the reflections of one 
preacher who said, “Many of us 
have lived too long in spiritual 
kindergarten when it comes to 
prayer.  Some Christians never get 
beyond the “bless Aunt Bessie” level 
of prayer. When they pray, it’s 
“Bless my children, bless my wife, 
bless my husband, bless my friends, 
bless my church, bless the sick, bless 
the poor, bless the missionaries, and 
while you’re at it, Lord, bless 
everyone everywhere.” We’re not 
discounting the importance of those 
prayers.  After all, the blessing of 
God is a wonderful thing and we 
ought to ask God to bless others.  
But there is more to prayer than 
asking God to bless someone. 

 We also need prayers of repentance.  

The Lord instructed Israel to pray 
when spirituality and passion waned.  
He told them to be alert to spiritual 
drift, and when you see it, “if my 
people, who are called by my name, 
will humble themselves and pray 
and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then will I hear from 
heaven and will forgive their sin and 
will heal their land.” (2 Chronicles 
7:14).  Like the publican Jesus 
observed praying, we need to learn 
to admit our sin, grieve its 
consequences and beseech our God 
to be merciful. We need prayers of 
intercession and supplication as 
well.  Prayers not just for physical or 
temporal needs, but for Kingdom 
issues – those things which affect 
our lives, our church and the world 
for eternity. We need vigilant 
prayers.  People who will stay on 
their knees or, at least, consistently 
remember on-going needs until they 
get an answer. God forgive us for 
making prayer, all too often, a cast-
off commodity. 
 Like the prophet who prayed for 
rain and kept praying until he saw a 
cloud in the sky, we need people 
who will “pray through” to God’s 
answer for Burry’s, for loved ones 
and for themselves. I need to stop 
here before I “go to preachin’”.  
Please be with us as often as you can 
through July.  My sermon series for 
the month is “Learning to Pray Like 
Paul.”  I’m hopeful (prayerful) that it 
will give us important insight into 
what God expects of us as a praying 
people.  I’m also hopeful it will “set 
God’s people a praying”. 
God bless and have a wonderful 4th 
of July! 

See you Sunday! Pastor Mike 

Mike’s Musings 

  

“How great is the love the Father has lavished 
on us that we should be called children of 
God. And that is what we are!”  1 John 3:1a 

“Remembering Yesterday, Dreaming of Tomorrow” 

175 Years Serving Jesus 
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